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A 57-year-old Brownstown 
woman has spent much of 
her adulthood champion-
ing projects and issues that 
few others have the time or 
inclination to tackle.

One of the first projects 
Jody Deckard decided to 
put her effort into involved 
raising enough funds to 
purchase a thermal imag-
ing camera— developed by 
the military — for the Sey-
mour Fire Department.

At the time, the only de-
partments that had those 
cameras — used to locate 
people inside burning 
homes and buildings — 
were the big city ones that 
could afford the $18,000 
price tag.

After watching a report 
on “Dateline NBC” about 
thermal imaging cameras 
in the summer of 1996, 
Deckard later decided to 
take it upon herself to try 
to raise $36,000 to purchase 
two thermal imaging cam-
eras for the Seymour Fire 
Department.

“I just thought Sey-
mour and Jackson County 
needed those,” the Sey-
mour native said.

“I talked to Fred Hines 
(the city’s fire chief at the 
time) and he was all on 
board for it,” Deckard said.

There was a reason 
why she decided to raise 
enough to purchase two 

cameras instead of just 
one.

“Whenever we started 
the campaign, the railroad 
tracks divided the city,” 
she said.

So the thought was to 
place a camera at the fire 
department headquarters 
on the east side of the Lou-
isville & Indiana Railroad 
tracks and at Station 2 on 
the west side of the tracks.

The campaign started in 
the fall of 1998.

Jody’s husband, Jay, 
said at the time, even Hines 
expressed doubt about the 
ability to raise the money 
to purchase the cameras 
because the fundraising 
started with bake sales. 
The campaign, however, 
took hold and grew rapidly 
thanks to Jody’s efforts.

Early on, she had 
sought and received ap-
proval to work on the 
project from Aisin USA 
Mfg. Inc., where she was 
working as an executive 
assistant.

She also had the support 
of her husband.

“I kept talking about 
it so much to my hus-
band that he finally told 
me, ‘Jody, if you feel so 
strongly about it, you 
should just go ahead and 
do it,’” she said.

Brownstown woman 
takes on difficult projects 

to help the community
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Seymour resident Shannon Mellencamp had 
a life-changing experience in December 2020 
when she and her brother, Charles Newby, de-
livered Christmas meals to about 150 families.

Mellencamp, a driver for A1 Taxi, said 
providing meals to those families was the best 
gift she had ever received, and the experience 
changed her life.

“Families don’t get together like they used 
to on Christmas because they don’t have 
the money,” Mellencamp said. “So I told my 
brother we needed to do something and came 
up with the idea that we would feed 100 fami-
lies in Seymour for Christmas so they could 
get together and be with their family.”

Mellencamp and Newby, owner of Newby 
Recycling, bought one turkey, one ham, a 
bag of potatoes and enough food to make a 
complete meal and a dessert, then put it all 
in a box for each family. Newby financially 
backed the project, and they ended up serving 
150 families.

“I had some friends that helped me box 
up things at my house, and we put them in 
the taxi and dressed up like elves and drove 
around town and delivered the food,” Mellen-
camp said. “To see the relief that you can give 
to somebody that doesn’t have it was over-
whelming, and I’m the one that got the gift 
that day.”

Doing 
good 
deeds

Helping others changed 
the life of area woman

Lori McDonaLD | The Tribune

Shannon Mellencamp with trinket boxes she made 
for kids at a children’s hospital.

Living a life of service
Volunteering comes naturally to Seymour woman

Zach Spicer | The Tribune

Georgiann Coons demonstrates how to do watercolor painting during the June 22 session of art 
camp at Southern Indiana Center for the Arts in Seymour.
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Not many can say they’ve spent as 
much time volunteering and help-
ing organizations in the community 
as Georgiann Coons.

Currently, she serves as a board 
member with Southern Indiana 
Center for the Arts and Leadership 
Jackson County and volunteers 
for YoJack. She also spends time 
as a volunteer with Psi lota Xi, 
a women’s organization focusing 
on aiding art, music, literacy and 
speech and hearing projects in the 
community.

On top of that, she also volun-
teers to play music at Lutheran 
Community Home and St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church.

In the past, she has volunteered 
with the Jackson County Public 

Library teaching knitting, Jack-
son County Community Theatre 
in Brownstown and Community 
Provisions of Jackson County 
and Anchor House Family Assis-
tance Center and Pantry, both in 
Seymour.

For her years of volunteer work 
benefiting multiple organizations, 
Coons has been selected as some-
one who goes above and beyond in 
the community.

If you ask Coons how she 
became involved in so many vol-
unteer efforts, she will say things 
have kind of just happened.

“I just sort of fell into things 
through my interest in the arts or 
through my jobs,” she said.

Coons was mostly a stay-at-
home mom and has a career that 
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Newspaper clippings show Jody Deckard’s vol-
unteering work over the years. Tribune FiLe phoToS
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Jamie Marshall remembers a mo-
ment early in her career when her 
boss pointed something out to her 
that she hadn’t noticed since she 
had taken the job.

She was working in public re-
lations for a nonprofit when her 
boss shared with her a skill set in 
which she was very strong.

“She told me that I was not a 
writer but that I was a photogra-
pher,” Marshall said.

That was an interesting 
thought considering Marshall had 
a journalism degree from Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods.

For Marshall’s work as a pho-
tographer, business owner and 
community volunteer, she was se-
lected as part of The Tribune’s list 

of those who go above and beyond.
A little more than 25 years ago, 

Marshall and her husband, Greg, 
had started a family with the birth 
of their son, Brady.

Marshall had taken her son to 
get photos at Sears, where many 
at that time took their children for 
portraits. She remembers the pho-
tos were OK, but she didn’t really 
like the experience.

Marshall then decided to start 
taking her own photos of her son. 
Then she started taking photos for 
her friends who had recently had 
children.

When Brady was 18 months 
old, Marshall took the chance 
and started her own photography 
studio. She took some classes in 
Columbus to learn lighting and 
technical photography and edit-
ing skills.

That was 24 years ago, and 
she has since taken an immea-
surable amount of photos for 
many families. She specializes 
in portraits for senior students, 
children, professionals and 
families.

“It’s a job I love, and I just 
love creating,” she said. “It’s so 
nice to give people something 
they will cherish forever.”

Some of the photographs are 
all families have left as Marshall 
said she has taken photos of fam-
ilies in a home that later burned 
down or the numerous photos she 
has taken of a family who then 
loses a loved one.

“I have the magic of freezing 
time that I think sometimes isn’t 
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Although she admits it sounds a little cliché, 
Emily James is a firm believer that the 
youth in our community are its future.

She believes investments in youth now 
will pay off later when they become leaders 
in this community or in whatever com-
munity they wind up in when they become 
adults.

That’s why she takes so much pride in 
her position as program director for the 
Boys and Girls Club of Seymour.

“Working with the youth in our com-
munity is a huge responsibility, and I feel 
grateful that parents give us the opportunity 
to work with their children,” she said. “I 
take this responsibility very seriously, and I 
always strive to do the best I can. I am con-
stantly looking for new ways to engage youth 
in the community, even if they do not attend 
the Boys and Girls Club.”

For her work with the youth in our com-
munity, James recently was selected as 
someone in the community who goes above 
and beyond. It’s simply something she said 
she has been called to do.

“Working with children brings me so 
much joy,” she said. “Every single day is 
different, and I never know what the day 
holds.”

A native of Cocke County, Tennessee, 
James’ passion for youth — and the Boys 
and Girls Club — came while she in college 
when she worked part time. It was then she 
fell in love with the mission and formula for 
impact the organization utilizes.

She moved to Indiana and a few months 
later found a job she dreamed about having 
at the Boys and Girls Club of Seymour. She 
has been in that position for a year now.

What makes her job rewarding? Well, the 
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Shannon Hunsucker can still 
remember driving through 
Medora for the first time 
while visiting her boyfriend.

She recalls loving the 
small town feel of the place 
and remembers think-
ing there were areas of 
the town that needed some 
improvement.

That boyfriend eventually 
became her husband, and her 
ideas of helping by giving at-
tention to certain areas of the 
town turned into action.

“Prior to September 2011, I 
had never heard of Medora,” 
she said. “Driving through 
the town, I knew I wanted to 
get involved and get to know 
the community more because 
I have fallen in love with it.”

Hunsucker was named as 
someone in the community 
who goes above and beyond 
for her role with Blue River 
Services after-school ser-
vices, as president of the 
Medora Park Board and 
as a member of the READ 
Jackson County board. The 
recognition is something that 
came as a surprise to the 
39-year-old woman.

“I just feel like helping out 
and being part of the commu-
nity and that it’s something 
we should do,” she said.

The biggest way she 
serves the town is through 
her job as a district man-
ager for Blue River Services. 
As such, Hunsucker over-
sees after-school programs 
for students in kindergar-
ten through 12th grade at 
Medora. She also oversees 

programming at schools in 
Washington County.

Through the program, she 
and her staff help students 
with homework and getting 
additional academic help, 
providing them with activities 
and more.

“For the older kids, we do 
college, career or military 
readiness,” she said. “We will 
explore college programs 
and direct work careers for 
them.”

The younger students 
receive help with science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM), as well as 
social-emotional learning 
programming.

There’s also other pro-
gramming that helps students 
with life skills, such as bak-
ing, cooking, dancing, art 
and even activities such as 
taekwondo. The program also 
fulfills other needs, including 
providing personal hygiene 
products and food to those 
who need it.

Hunsucker has made it a 
point to get families involved, 
too.

“We will have family 
nights to give an opportunity 
for a night for parents and 
kids to be part of education 
together,” she said. “We al-
ways have meals and games 
on those nights and try to do 
them once a month. You re-
ally get the kids involved on 
those nights.”

It’s during those times that 
Hunsucker experiences the 
most rewarding part of her 
job.

“I love seeing the fami-
lies laugh together and be 
together during our time,” 

she said. “It’s also rewarding 
when you’re out in the com-
munity and you hear ‘Hey, 
Miss Shannon,’ and a student 
comes up to give me a hug 
and tells me about their day. 
Knowing you play a part in 
their life is rewarding.”

Hunsucker also has been 
involved with the Medora 
Park Board, working to im-
prove the town’s park and 
making it a place for people 
to gather and take pride in it.

She became involved in 
the Medora parks through 
her year in Leadership Jack-
son County in 2019-20.

Hunsucker was part of a 
group that fundraised and 
purchased upgraded play-
ground equipment for the 
park.

The equipment was in-
stalled, and soon after, the 
previous park board president 
said they were going to retire 
from it and suggested Hun-
sucker go for it.

“There was no way I was 
going to turn something like 
that down,” she said. “It has 
been a great way to help im-
prove the town.”

Some of the initiatives that 
she has been part of since 
becoming the park board 
president are a community 
cleanup day, a farmers mar-
ket and the Medora Freedom 
Celebration.

“The freedom celebration 
used to be a big thing with 
great attendance before it 
faded away, and we worked 
with Medora Pentecostal 
to bring it back,” she said. 
“Each of the two years, there 

A special place
Medora woman finds plenty of ways to support town

SubMiTTeD phoTo

Dawson Chambers, left, of First Baptist Church in Seymour and Taylee Thompson of Calvary Baptist Church in Sey-
mour help Leadership Jackson County youth project team member Shannon Hunsucker unload mulch to place 
at the Medora town park in August 2020.

SHANNON HUNSUckEr EMILY JAMES

(SEE Special PAGE C5)
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Endless 
rewards
Boys and Girls Club 
program director finds joy 
in working with youth

SubMiTTeD phoTo

Emily James, program director for the Boys and Girls 
Club of Seymour, center, with club members Emme 
Mullins, left, and Joslin Elicio.

Photographer uses camera to support various projects, programs

Zach Spicer | The Tribune

Jamie Marshall helps Braelyn Jeffries, Adalyn Justice and Alayna 
Justice of Crothersville get set for a photo at the future fair queen 
photo booth at the 2022 Jackson County Fair in Brownstown.

The magic of freezing timeJAMIE MArSHALL
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On Nov. 11, 2018, Teresea Higham 
opened New Beginnings Recovery 
Center in a 630-square-foot suite in 
a downtown Seymour building.

The business plan for the 
therapy private practice was based 
on 15 full-time patients. She pri-
marily worked with people with 
addictions and developed a mental 
health treatment plan for them.

Within two months, she had 
15 patients. Eight months in, she 
was putting in a lot of work at the 
center and at home and realized 
she couldn’t continue to do it by 
herself.

In February 2020, she hired her 
first employee. Later, her hus-
band, Michael Higham, wound 
up leaving his job and joining the 
practice.

Now, nearly four years later, 
New Beginnings occupies 3,500 
square feet, has 15 employees 
in-house and serves 500 active 
patients through 30 intensive out-
patient programs. The staff now 
includes a psychiatric nurse prac-
titioner, therapists and counselors.

“The need is so unbelievable. 
It’s crazy,” Michael said. “The cool 
thing that we have is that a lot of 
our people who work on the addic-
tion side, all of us are recovering 
addicts. It knocks down the wall 
(for patients) because now, I’m not 
just a counselor.”

Most of their patients live in 

TErESEA AND MIcHAEL HIGHAM

IN
-3

51
17

08
3

We invite you to  
Our Fall Open House at the Anchor House Pantry!  
Come on October 18th from 11-1pm to celebrate all our 

donors, volunteers and agency partners that make Anchor 
House Pantry a success, and see the most recent building 
upgrades! Take a tour of the shelter and learn more about 

Anchor House as a community resource.  
RSVP at 812.522.9308 or to  

ahfunding@anchorhouseshelter.org.

Anchor House thanks all 
those who came out for 

the 2022 Charity Ride 
and Classic Car Cruise-In 

on August 27th. 

We hope you’ll join us 
again next year! 

All the proceeds from our community events 
support the Mission of Anchor House to provide 

emergency shelter, food and resources to 
Jackson County residents. 

Do you need help? 
Call us today: 
812-522-9308
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PrOviDiNg NEw

Couple sees growth in mental health, recovery center

bEgiNNiNgS

Zach Spicer | The Tribune

Teresea and Michael Higham are the owners of New Beginnings Recovery Center in downtown Seymour.



Looking for something 
guaranteed in an  
uncertain time?

For additional information, contact
Surface Financial Group, Inc. at (812) 523-8903

or scott_surface@hotmail.com.

4.25%
Guaranteed for 5 years

Income tax-deferred annuity

22-452-3-AGT (08/22) ©Americo

Rates current as of 7/26/22. Rates are subject to frequent change, please check with your agent for 
current rates. Americo Financial Life and Annuity Insurance Company (Americo), Kansas City, 
MO is authorized to do business in the District of Columbia and all states except NY. Platinum 
Assure Series (Policy Series 320) and Waiver of Surrender Charge Upon Nursing Home or Hospital 
Confinement Endorsement (Endorsement Series 4139) are underwritten by Americo and may 
vary in accordance with state laws. Product and rider may not be available in all states. Waiver of 
Surrender Charge upon Nursing Home or Hospital Confinement is not available in Massachusetts. 
Certain restrictions apply. Consult contract for limitations and exclusions. This document is not a 
legal contract. For the exact terms and conditions, please refer to the contract. Scott Surface is an 
independent, authorized agent of Americo.
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Mike Pike smiles when he shows 
other people a 25-year token.

He had his last beer 26 years ago 
and completed a recovery program 25 
years ago.

Ever since, he has remained sober.
Alcohol used to make him want 

to fight other people. Over the last 
11 years, he has been fighting for 
others through leading Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Celebrate Recovery 
classes.

So what has kept him away from 
alcohol?

“The holy spirit, God,” the 73-year-
old Seymour man quickly responded. 
“In AA, you look for God as a higher 
power, your 12 steps, and so me look-
ing for God, I thought, ‘Well, I’ll go 
to church.’”

He remembers standing in the 

back of the Presbyterian church in 
Seymour in June 1996 shortly after 
a one-day relapse and looking at a 
cross on the wall.

“The holy spirit came out of that 
and came right into my heart,” Pike 
said. “It’s just something that you’ve 
just got to really know to feel it. He 
has helped me. He has never let me 
go. I don’t say God’s name in vain. 
… The holy spirit helps me not to do 
that.”

Growing up in Jennings County, 
Pike was a farm boy. He was 14 and 
the eldest of seven kids when his fa-
ther was killed on a farm tractor.

Having to deal with that at a 
young age, he started drinking alco-
hol and smoking cigarettes.

Shortly after graduating from 
high school in 1969, he was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and served in the 
infantry until 1973. He is a Vietnam 
War veteran.

When he returned home, he 
resumed doing drywall work and 
continued to drink alcohol.

“I was a functioning alcoholic,” 
he said. “I was married for 10 years, 
had five children and she and I 
just couldn’t get along, so we got 
divorced.”

After his mother died of leuke-
mia, he moved to Seymour and has 
remained there ever since. He and 
his brother started a drywall busi-
ness, Pike’s Drywall, and he said he 
continued to drink on a daily basis 
and often frequented local bars.

In 1985 while visiting the Chatter-
box one day, a man started cussing 
at Pike and said he was going to 
fight him. After Pike returned from 
the restroom, the man was cussing 
at him again, and Pike punched him 
and knocked him down to the floor. 

‘blessed 
25 years sober, Seymour man helps others overcome addictions

pictured: Jodi Feltner, right, hands a sobriety birthday coin to her husband, Roger Feltner, during an International Overdose Awareness 
Day event Aug. 31 at Crossroads Community Park in Seymour. In the middle is The Alley board member Mike Pike. Zach Spicer | The Tribune

MIkE pIkE

(SEE BleSSeD PAGE C8)

beyond means’

list can go on because of 
what she sees each day.

Knowing the club’s pro-
grams help youth become 
successful in academ-
ics, workforce, college 
readiness, leadership and 
volunteering and that 
she’s helping facilitate 
that work is rewarding.

But there are other mo-
ments where something a 
little bit bigger happens 
that makes her work even 
more rewarding. One 
example of that is when a 
student works to correct 
behavior at school.

“Sometimes, our mem-
bers come to tell me they 
got a bad color at school, 
but they work really hard 
to follow behavioral ex-
pectations and finally get 
that good color,” she said, 
adding they’re excited 
about the progress. “It is 
also very rewarding to see 
how much the community 
comes together to en-
sure our youth have their 
needs met. I feel like it 
takes a village for people 
to raise kids, and I am re-
ally happy to be a part of 
that village.”

While there are 
rewards, there are chal-
lenges as well, she said.

Sometimes, it can be 
limiting because of the 
few hours an after-school 
organization can offer, 
James said. Then there 

are the times when a stu-
dent doesn’t have the best 
day and the plan changes.

“Sometimes, when that 
happens, they are just 
emotionally and physi-
cally done with every 
person and everything,” 
she said. “We live in 
a world where people 
are constantly on their 
electronics, so it is hard 
to know how to com-
municate in person. So 
sometimes, our youth do 
not know how to com-
municate that they are 
having a bad day.”

Still, James said she 
and the staff at the Boys 
and Girls Club try to help 
youth recognize what they 
are feeling and how to 
communicate it to them.

It’s in those times that 
James is reminded she 
can serve as someone 
who the kids look up to 
and someone who they 
can count on to be there 
to rally around them in 
the good times and when 
the times are difficult. 

That need is something 
she can relate to and al-
ways keeps in mind.

“Growing up, other 
than my parents, I did not 
have a lot of people in my 
corner cheering me on. 
If anything, there were 
always people telling me 
that I would never amount 
to anything, especially 
because of where I grew 
up,” she said. “I see this 
in our kids a lot of times. 
We have a lot of kids who 
most people would put in 
a box and put negative 
labels on them; however, 
those are kids I see a lot 
of potential in, and I try 
to find creative ways to 
bring out that potential.”

James herself has 
learned from many of the 
moments she has expe-
rienced each day at the 
club. She said working 
with youth has taught her 
to be flexible, inquisitive 
and to have an overall dif-
ferent view of situations.

“No day is the same, 
and it is important to 
be flexible,” she said. 
“No kid is the same, and 
sometimes, one of them 
just needs something dif-
ferent that day.”

The best part is when 
she hears from a child 
who she has helped along 
the way.

“My favorite moments 
are when former youth I 
have worked with find a 
way to reach out to me to 
tell me how much I meant 
to them,” she said.

JAMES FILE
name: Emily James
age: 28
hometown: Cocke County, 
Tennessee
residence: Columbus
Family: Husband, Duane; 
dog, Thor
Occupation: Program 
director for the Boys and Girls 
Club of Seymour
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has been a great turnout, 
and it’s exciting to help 
be part of some of that.”

Some of Hunsucker’s 
other work involves 
READ Jackson County, 
an organization that 
focuses on promoting 
literacy throughout the 
county.

One day, she saw a 
Facebook post about how 
the organization was in 
need of board members, 
and she felt like it was a 
good fit for her.

Hunsucker said it is 
important to volunteer 
and be involved in the 
community to make an 
impact. It can help show 
the positives in the world, 
which can sometimes 
feel like it trends more 

negative.
“We’ve got to be 

there to help each other 
and provide as much 
positivity as we can,” 
she said. “There is so 
much negative in the 
world now, and helping 
improve the community 
is something that’s 
important and shows 
positivity that will help 
make things here better.”

Vick’s Liquor Store was started in 1949 
by Vic & Dorothy Fettig. When Vic passed 
in 1974, Norma started working at Vick’s, 
along side of her mother. When Dorothy 
passed away in 1990, she ran it pretty 
much by herself for years. Vick’s Liquor Store 
defi nitely wouldn’t be what it is today without 
Norma, Keith and their dedicated 
employees. She has been 
invaluable as a business owner, 
a boss, a mother, grandmother 
and now great grandmother!

 was started in 1949 
by Vic & Dorothy Fettig. When Vic passed 
in 1974, Norma started working at Vick’s, 
along side of her mother. When Dorothy 
passed away in 1990, she ran it pretty 
much by herself for years. Vick’s Liquor Store 
defi nitely wouldn’t be what it is today without 

VICKS
LIQUOR

400 E. Tipton St., Seymour, IN   
812-522-5436

vicksliquorstore.com
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• VODKAS 
• TOP SHELF LIQUORS

• DOMESTIC & CRAFT BEERS
• KEGS

•ICE

Tuesday - Sunday | 7:00am-2:00pm
Serving BREAKFAST all day, everyday. 

Dine In • Carryout • Curbside

Serving Up 
Deliciousness ,  
All Day Long

A Seymour Tradition Since 1962
812-522-1099  |  townhousecafein.com 
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What Do You Want To Eat Today?
TUESDAY

Chicken & Noodles
Tenderloin Combo

Country-Fried Steak
Trainwreck Dinner

WEDNESDAY
Salmon Patties

Beans & Cornbread

THURSDAY
Turkey Manhattan

Hamburger Steak in 
Mushroom Gravy

FRIDAY
Roast Beef Manhattan
 Roast Beef & Dressing
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includes teaching Eng-
lish at the University of 
Akron and music and 
art. She also has been a 
preschool and kindergar-
ten aide at St. Ambrose 
Catholic School, taught 
piano and played at wed-
dings and funerals.

For five years, she 
worked in outreach 
services at the Jackson 
County Public Library 
and worked in family 
nutrition for Purdue Ex-
tension Jackson County.

She now concentrates 
on writing.

But all of her ca-
reer work has led her to 
volunteer opportunities, 
such as when she worked 
in the family nutrition 
program with Purdue 
Extension.

“My position at Pur-
due Extension really 
opened my eyes to the 
needs of the community 
in terms of food secu-
rity,” she said, adding 
that led to her work 
with Community Provi-
sions and Anchor House. 
“When I was working at 
the library, I was asked 
to teach knitting, and 
that became a long-term 
program.”

Long term as in 13 
years of sharing a skill 
with people throughout 
the community. She also 
was asked to help with a 
show at Jackson County 
Community Theatre. 
Coons ended up help-
ing with five shows and 
served a term on the 
board.

Coons knows the 
source of her dedication 
to volunteering, work and 
helping the community.

“My hardworking 
parents were above and 
beyond kind of people,” 
she said.

She remembers her 
father helping anyone, 

from family and friends 
to complete strang-
ers. One of her favorite 
memories of her mother 
is seeing her put on her 
starched white nurse’s 
uniform to go work at the 
bloodmobile or the first 
aid station at the Jack-
son County Fair.

Coons, who saw that 
commitment to commu-
nity in her parents, said 
the more you do in the 
community, the more 
you see who is helping 
the community. If you 
ask her what she thinks 
about being consid-
ered someone who goes 

above and beyond, she’s 
surprised.

“I’m really good at 
seeing above and beyond 
in others, not so good 
in seeing it in myself. 
It’s just stuff I do,” she 
said. “There are hun-
dreds of people who live 
in Jackson County I can 
name who give so much 
to churches, schools and 
organizations.”

Volunteering does 
have its challenges, 
Coons said. She pointed 
out that volunteering is 
seldom a solitary activity 
and that having a lot of 
people together trying to 
accomplish something 
can sometimes expose 
differences. That can be 
good, she said, and her 
experience with Leader-
ship Jackson County has 
helped her understand 
those differences.

“I’m thankful for my 
LJC training, to take 
time to consider all the 
opinions of all the people 
you are working with, 
making sure all feel 
heard and understood,” 

she said.
There also can be 

challenges with funding 
for organizations when 
you’re volunteering.

“Fundraising is not 
my favorite part of any 
volunteer activity, but I 
understand it’s necessary 
if we want our programs 
to continue,” she said.

It also can be chal-
lenging when you 
volunteer for so much 
because it’s time away 
from family and time 
away from other respon-
sibilities, like housework, 
social time and more.

But through all of the 
lessons, work, challenges 
and more, Coons knows 
all of the time is worth 
it and uses a quote from 
someone else to summa-
rize how she feels about 
being considered some-
one who goes above and 
beyond.

“There is but one 
solution to the intricate 
riddle of life; to improve 
ourselves and to contrib-
ute to the happiness of 
others.” - Mary Shelley

cOONS FILE
name: Georgiann Coons
age: 62
hometown: Seymour
Family: Husband, Clay; 
children, Sarah (Adam) 
Anderson, Maggie (Nate) 
Cole and Will (Rhiannon) 
Coons; grandchildren, 
Tommy, Nate, Alex and Abby 
Anderson and Paul and 
Olive Cole

HUNSUckEr FILE
name: Shannon Hunsucker
age: 39
hometown: New Salisbury
residence: Medora
Family: Husband, Mike; 
godchildren, Ethan and 
Heaven
Occupation: District 
manager with Blue River 
Services

SubMiTTeD phoTo

Medora resident Sharon Bowers, left, assists Shannon Hunsuck-
er of the Leadership Jackson County youth project team with 
removing a swing at the Medora town park to replace it with a 
new one in August 2020.

SubMiTTeD phoTo

From left are YoJack Director Karen Haas, YoJack volunteer and Leadership Jackson County 
board member Georgiann Coons and LJC Executive Director Rexanne Ude attending the an-
nual ValenTimes race in February 2022.
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So Jody went to work 
and wrote letters seek-
ing support from Greater 
Seymour Chamber of 
Commerce members.

“I thought that if I 

didn’t get a lot of re-
sponse to the letters, I 
would have to spend my 
weekends raising funds,” 
Deckard said.

The support, how-
ever, wound up being 
tremendous. Businesses, 
churches, civic organi-
zations and individuals 

donated to the cause.
The couple had 3-year-

old twins, Dusty and 
Deah, at home at that 
time, and that meant 
Jody couldn’t do work on 
it much in the evenings. 
The twins, however, also 
were one of the reasons 
she decided she wanted to 

tackle the project at all.
“When I started this, I 

thought it would probably 
be this summer before I 
was finished,” Deckard 
told The Tribune in the 
middle of January in 1999.

At that time, she was 
just $7,000 short of hav-
ing the funds for two 
cameras.

By early February 
1999, the Seymour Fire 
Department had the first 
thermal imaging camera, 
and Jody’s fundraising 
work was rapidly winding 
down. The second camera 
arrived in the spring of 
that year.

Jody said when she 
had started the cam-
paign, she never would 
have thought it would be 
completed in just a few 
short months. She would 
later be made a lifetime 
honorary member of the 
Seymour Fire Depart-
ment for her work.

It would be the biggest 
fundraising effort Jody 
had ever attempted at the 
time, but not her last.

Jay said his wife has 
always been supported 
by her employers when it 
come to allowing her time 
for community service.

The president at Aisin 
at the time supported her 
fully, and some of that 
might have been because 
there was always the 
possibility the thermal 
imaging cameras might 
have to be used there at 
some time.

After leaving Aisin in 
2000 to raise her children 
and take care of some 
aging family members, 
Jody returned to work in 
June 2008 when Jackson 
County Industrial Devel-
opment Corp. hired her to 
be the workforce partner-
ship coordinator.

That organization sup-
ported some of her more 
recent community service 
efforts, including raising 
awareness of bullying and 
child trafficking in Jack-
son County.

Jay said his wife spent 
years working on the bul-
lying issue.

“That was a project 
of Leadership Jackson 
County,” Jody said. “It 
was called ‘United We 
Stand.’”

It was a project her 
team decided to work on 
and continued after they 
graduated for a while. But 
she continued to work on 
it years afterwards.

“It was to inform the 

community and let them 
know that it was going 
on,” she said.

The effort involved 
bringing in anti-bullying 
advocate Jim Williams 
of Brentwood, Tennes-
see, to speak to students 
at schools in the county. 
The team spent time call-
ing businesses asking for 
donations to pay for Wil-
liams’ visits to the county, 
but it wasn’t a problem, 
Jody said.

“The community was 
sold on it,” she said.

Deckard said she has 
a little bit of a personal 
issue with bullying.

“I was bullied a little 
bit in grade school and 
know that it goes on,” she 
said.

Bullying was some-
thing that was rarely 
talked about a lot back in 
those days, Jay said.

These days, the gov-
ernment has started 
supporting anti-bullying 
efforts as well as human 
trafficking, another issue 
Jody took on a few years 
back, he said.

Jody started working 
on the human trafficking 
issue a few years back 
after she received an 
email that led to a web-
site that had a video on 
the subject.

“That kind of sparked 
a fire in me to get in-
volved,” she said. “I had 
never done anything like 
that.”

She started reading 
about the issue and ap-
proached the elders at 
Brownstown Christian 
Church, the church she, 
Jay and their family at-
tended, about showing 
“Blind Eyes Opened.”

The documentary 
about sex trafficking in 
the United States was 
shown at the church 
in February and also 
in the auditoriums at 
Brownstown Central and 
Seymour high schools 
that month.

Deckard said the film, 
directed by Geoffrey Rog-
ers, is mostly real life 
interviews with victims 
of human trafficking and 
perpetrators of the crime.

As a follow-up, Laura 
Donatelli-Bow with the 

Indiana Trafficking Vic-
tims Assistance Program 
provided training and 
education during a couple 
of visits to the county at 
Brownstown Christian 
Church and at Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in 
Seymour.

Even more recently, 
Jody led the church’s 
efforts to operate a food 
stand at the Jackson 
County Fair in 2021.

“I just like a good chal-
lenge,” she said.

During the 2021 fair, 
Jody wound up working 
91 hours, Jay said. That 
didn’t, however, include 
everything it took to get 
the fair stand going.

“We didn’t even find 
out about until six weeks 
before the fair,” Jay said. 
“She put a committee 
together in 48 hours. Even 
I couldn’t believe every-
body said yes.”

Jay said the fair stand 
was not even the biggest 
church project his wife 
ever tackled.

“Her pet project is 
Move the Mountain,” 
he said. That project is 
designed to reduce the 
church debt.

Jody also spent time 
as a member of the PTO 
at Brownstown Elemen-
tary School and spent 
time helping in the class-
rooms at one time. She 
also led the children’s 
choir at Brownstown 
Christian Church and 
was a member of the 
praise team at the 
church for many years.

She also spent time on 
the board of the Greater 
Seymour Chamber of 
Commerce, now known 
as the Jackson County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and was vice president of 
the board of Leadership 
Jackson County.

Jody said her reason 
for getting involved is 
pretty easy to explain.

“I’ve always gotten in-
volved in things because 
they are good for my 
family and the commu-
nity,” she said. “It wasn’t 
about me. It benefited 
everybody.”

Jay applauds his 
wife’s efforts to tackle 
some of the issues she 
has over the years.

“One thing about 
her, she has never been 
afraid to get on the phone 
and call people,” he said. 
“I am a used car sales-
man, but I’m not a cold 
caller.”

Mellencamp said she 
made a commercial to 
let people know about the 
Christmas meals, so if any-
one knew of a family that 
needed a Christmas meal, 
A1 Taxi would be the place 
to call.

Her son is Sgt. Thomas 
Mellencamp with the 
Jennings County Sher-
iff’s Department, and her 
daughter is Katelyn Phil-
lips of Scottsburg. They 
can seldom all get together 
on Christmas, so Shannon 
usually drives the taxi that 
day and lets the other driv-
ers stay home so they can 
be with their families.

“My son is a police 
officer, and last year at 
Christmas, I bought pizza 
and took it up to the Sey-
mour police station and 
also bought every officer 
on the force a Christmas 
stocking, like a little Santa 
hat,” Mellencamp said. 
“They had gloves, a hat, 
hand sanitizer, a mask 
and a few things like that 
because they don’t get to 
be with their families on 
Christmas, either.”

She has driven for A1 
Taxi for about four years 
and said when you drive a 
taxi, it makes things more 
personal.

“I never knew there was 
so much need here until I 
saw it firsthand,” she said. 
“I wanted to distribute 
the holiday dinners after I 
helped with the donation 
of a coat to a woman in 
need and saw the impact it 
made on her.”

Mellencamp saw people 

all over town who were in 
need, and that’s when she 
conducted a coat drive.

“There was a home-
less guy that lived out 
behind Walmart behind 
the dumpsters back there 
where they throw the tires, 
and I dropped him off out 
there and asked what he 
was doing,” Mellencamp 
said. “He said he didn’t 
have anywhere else to go, 
and in the winter, it gets 
so cold, and some people 
don’t realize that a home-
less person doesn’t have a 
place to go.”

She said it would be 
great if people who have 
an extra coat could find 
someone who is homeless 
and give it to that person.

In an effort to help 
more people, Mellencamp 
buys jewelry in bulk at 
Traderbakers, takes it all 
home and cleans each 
piece to sell on Facebook.

“I donated all the 
money from selling jew-
elry this summer to the 
Seymour city pool for the 
kids that are less fortu-
nate,” she said. “I was able 
to buy and donate 45 $40 
pool passes this summer 
because I figured if you 
can get a kid in at the pool 
instead of in the alleys or 
getting in trouble, it could 

change their life, and it’s 
something so simple.”

Mellencamp said she 
never realized it’s the 
simple things that can re-
ally help others until she 
started working at A1 Taxi.

“Something else I’ve 
done is a little thing called 
Nobody Goes to Bed Hun-
gry, where people called 
A1 Taxi if they didn’t have 
food and were hungry,” she 
said. “A1 would get them 
a pizza at Domino’s and 
bring it to them, and it was 
deducted directly from my 
pay because I just can’t 
stand the thought of some-
body going to bed cold or 
hungry.”

Shortly after she 
started the program, Mel-
lencamp was down on her 
luck and went to Dave 
Young at Young’s Tattoo 
and said she needed some 
help.

“I asked him if he 
could maybe give a tattoo 
for free and I could sell 
raffle tickets for it and 
all the money would go to 
Domino’s Pizza and then 
it wouldn’t come right out 
of my pocket,” she said. 
“So he’s going to try and 
get more people involved 
instead of it just being 
me and coming out of my 
paycheck and see if other 
people could donate things 
to raffle off and the money 
will go to Domino’s and 
they’ll sell me pizzas at 
cost.”

Mellencamp said her 
life hasn’t always been 
easy, and she has been 
homeless and hungry 
before and knows it can 
happen fast, so that mo-
tivates her to help others 
when she can.

As a taxi driver, Mellen-
camp also takes students 

to Margaret R. Brown El-
ementary School, Seymour 
High School, Seymour Mid-
dle School and the Sixth 
Grade Center.

“We have about four 
or five different runs 
we do every morning to 
make sure the kids get to 
school,” she said. “I have 
three little Mexican boys 
I take to school and they 
teach me a Spanish word 
every day, and at the end 
of the week, they quiz me, 
and if I flunk it, I have to 
give them a Polar Pop.”

Her little dog, Phoebe, 
goes everywhere in the 
taxicab with her, and ev-
erybody knows about her, 
Mellencamp said.

“I got her when she was 
about four weeks old when 
her mom pushed her away 
and wouldn’t feed her, so 
I told them to bring her 
to me,” she said. “She’s a 
little Shih Tzu, and every-
body associates her with 
the taxi, and now, she’s 
two years old.”

Something else Mel-
lencamp does is buy little 
trinket/gift boxes, paints 
and decorates them, and 
then she sends them up 
to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, she said.

“A lot of the kids there 
don’t get to see their 
parents because they 
have to be at work or 
home and don’t get to 
visit, so I give them this 
little box to cheer them,” 
she said. “They can be 
used for trinkets, jew-
elry, chapstick or maybe 
a cellphone charger. I 
make them for all ages, 
and this helps me with 
my own depression, and 
if I’m feeling anxious, I’ll 

go home and make one of 
these and that takes me 
away from where I’m at.”

She said the true 
meaning of a gift is when 
you don’t expect anything 
in return, and when you 
think you’re giving that 
gift, you‘ll see you’re the 
one getting the gift when 
you give to others.

In her spare time, Mel-
lencamp enjoys spending 
time with her kids, and 
she loves going to Panama 
City, Florida, because it’s 
her happy place.

Recently, Mellencamp 
went to the emergency 
room and thought she was 
having a heart attack, 
but it turns out she has 
two blood clots in her left 
lung, she said.

“I’m sick myself and 
barely making it, but 
it could be worse, and I 
could be going through 
this with nowhere to go,” 
she said. “I think more 
people need to help others, 
and if it wasn’t for Bonnie 
Fleming, the owner of A1, 
I couldn’t have helped as 
many people as I have.”

Mellencamp said Flem-
ing, her boss and best 
friend, passed away Sept. 
3 after some heart issues. 
She owned and operated 
A1 Taxi and was a driver 
for A1 Taxi Medicab.

“Bonnie has always 
been 100% behind me in 
whatever I do, and she 
did her part, too, because 
I use the taxi for a lot of 
stuff, and when I drove up 
to St. Jude to deliver 400 
trinket boxes, she paid for 
the gas and helped me,” 
she said. “She has touched 
the lives of so many, and I 
miss her so much already.”

Norma Childers
812-374-4250

Michael Driscoll
812-569-5718
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Shannon Mellencamp, center, with her two nephews, Charles 
Daniel Newby, left, and Andrew James Newby.
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fully appreciated until 
much later on,” she said.

There are challenges 
to the work as she usu-
ally takes between 400 
and 500 images in a ses-
sion. Many times, she 
has to narrow it down to 
70 images to use. Then 
comes the task of editing 
each photo.

There’s always the 
challenge of people’s ex-
pectations of perfection 
when it comes to photog-
raphy, which sometimes 
cannot always be 
achieved. Then there are 
the times when children 
don’t want to cooperate 
or are overly shy.

That’s usually an all 

right situation, though, 
as Marshall has a few 
tricks of the trade that 
help get through those 
moments.

“I’ve been known to 
bribe with marshmal-
lows, Smarties, stuffed 
animals or bubbles,” she 
said, laughing.

When all else fails, 
the family dog has been 
called upon to bring a 

smile or loosen the mood.
Marshall also has 

volunteered through her 
photography. For many 
years, she has served 
as the photographer for 
the Jackson County Fair 
queen pageant and other 
parts of the fair.

She takes photos be-
fore the pageant, during 
the questioning, dur-
ing the event and after 
a court is named. Then 
comes the task of taking 
the portraits Monday 
morning.

“It’s always a fun 
morning because they’re 
very excited,” she said. 
“The court is going to be 
representing the county, 
and it’s an amazing thing 
to be part of.”

This year, Marshall 
helped Anchor House 

Family Assistance Cen-
ter and Pantry with the 
future Miss Jackson 
County fundraiser, where 
people could make a 
donation for a sash and 
a tiara for young girls. 
They also could make 
donations for photos.

The idea raised more 
than $2,300 for the Sey-
mour organization, which 
plans to put the money 
toward playground equip-
ment at its shelter.

The idea for the fun-
draiser came through 
Marshall’s work with 
50 Chicks, a group of 
women who get together 
each quarter and donate 
$5,000 to charity. The 
group aims to show car-
ing hearts and inspire 
good citizenship. Mar-
shall has been involved 

since its inception.
Marshall also donates 

her time as a photogra-
pher through NILMDTS, 
also known as Now I Lay 
Me Down to Sleep. The 
organization provides 
remembrance photogra-
phy to parents who have 
experienced the loss of a 
baby.

It’s a very solemn 
task as Marshall photo-
graphs the babies with 
their grieving mothers. 
She has been doing it for 
10 years and has served 
48 mothers in southern 
Indiana.

Marshall went through 
training to become a vol-
unteer and goes at night 
when it’s quiet and there 
aren’t a lot of people 
around.

“It’s a lot, but you 

sit there and listen to 
the mother talk about 
her baby,” she said. “I 
think it’s very helpful to 
the mother, and these 
beautiful photos during a 
difficult time are some-
thing she will be able to 
have for the rest of her 
life.”

Marshall said she was 
surprised to be consid-
ered someone who goes 
above and beyond in the 
community.

“I feel like I run a 
pretty quiet life,” she 
said. “I’m not molding 
children’s minds, I’m not 
in medicine, but I guess 
I’ve found that what I 
do is actually important 
because I’m documenting 
people’s lives, and it’s 
something they’ll always 
have.”
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nior at the Brownstown Pool. // Marshall with Marshall Memo-
ries Photography sold sash and tiara sets to benefit a play-
ground project at Anchor House Family Assistance Center and 
Pantry. SubMiTTeD phoToS



six area counties. One, 
though, is coming all 
the way from Lexington, 
Kentucky, and another 
one comes from 
Evansville.

“We only advertise 
through Facebook,” 
Michael said. “Most of it 
is word of mouth.”

From the beginning, 
the Highams have 
agreed if someone comes 
through the door and 
asks for help, they are 
going to get it.

“I don’t care if they 
can pay for it or not. 
We’ll figure it out. You’re 
not going to get turned 
away. As long as you’re 
struggling, I’m in, I’m 
with you,” Michael said, 
noting he understands 
there are so many 
obstacles or barriers 
to treatment because 
he experienced those 
himself.

They started a 
nonprofit organization, 
Recovery First Corp., to 
help patients overcome 
those obstacles.

“Resources around 
were changing, and 
obstacles are always 
changing,” Michael said. 
“Now, we’ve got a binder 
of solutions for you. If 
you have a problem or a 
barrier to treatment, we 
have a solution for that.”

Teresea is originally 
from Aurora, while 
Michael is from 
Columbus. They have 
been married for 15 years 
and live in Columbus.

Teresea worked in 
retail management 
before meeting Michael 
and learning he was a 
recovering addict. That 
inspired her to pursue 
education in addiction 
counseling and mental 
health counseling and 
ultimately start New 
Beginnings.

Michael is a U.S. 
Air Force veteran and 
has held various jobs, 
including military 
police, emergency 
medical technician, 
communications and 
forestry.

In his younger years, 
though, he said he always 
struggled with some sort 
of reckless behavior and 
was always in trouble.

At age 10, he started 
smoking weed.

“I was the guy that 
could recreationally 
use and still function as 
best I could,” he said. “I 
found myself substance-
dependent, so I struggled 
with that for several, 
several years. I didn’t 
realize that my behavior 
had caused all of these 
problems my whole life. 
I was a gymnast. Still, 
nobody knew. I had this 

secret my whole life.”
As he got older, 

Michael said the stresses 
of life became larger and 
his disease progressed 
until one day, he was 
completely dependent.

“It was daily use,” 
he said. “You see the 
pictures of the addicts, 
that was me. It was really 
bad. I had used about 
everything over a period 
of time. At the end, it 
was methamphetamine. 
Cocaine before that.”

He managed to stop 
for a while and tried to 
make a change when 
he met Teresea, who 
initially had no idea what 
was going on with him.

“It didn’t take long 
without any kind of a 
recovery program for me 
to relapse, and there she 
was in the middle of it,” 
Michael said.

“I had never been 
around it,” Teresea said. 
“I didn’t know what 
addiction was. I wasn’t 
around it. The circle 
that I traveled was not 
like that, so it was a big 
learning curve for us.”

In 2008, Michael 
went to an inpatient 
rehabilitation facility 
in Kentucky. After that, 
he still struggled a little 
bit, but then he became 
involved in Narcotics 

Anonymous.
“I started doing 

service work, and I 
became area chairperson 
for NA for south central 
Indiana, really got into 
recovery,” he said.

On Aug. 2, 2009, 
Michael became clean.

“At the time, I was 45 
years old, I had a brand-
new baby and brand-new 
wife that wasn’t going 
to give up on me,” he 
said. “Fortunately, we 
had enough resources 
for me to seek help. I 
was very lucky that I 
had enough people that 
were willing to give to 
me and were very patient 
with me. That whole 
process began for me 
through a very healthy 
support group. Then also, 
treatment.”

At nearly two years 
clean, Michael began 
his own education with 
addiction counseling.

“I went back to school 
for me to figure out what 
was going on with me 
because I just wasn’t 
picturing myself being 
like I was, and I couldn’t 
figure out how this had 
happened because I 
always felt like I was 
successful, but it turns 
out I was always limiting 
myself,” he said. “I was 
a lot smarter, I thought, 
than what was going on 
with me.”

The Highams learned 
addicts come from 
all backgrounds and 
professions.

“We both wanted to 
learn more about this 
crazy thing that had torn 
our family into shreds,” 
Teresea said.

“In the beginning, 
it was a challenge, but 
it was what I needed,” 
Michael said. “I had 
to get educated on the 
disease of addiction, 

figure out ‘How do we 
prevent this?’”

While doing 
internships at different 
professional facilities, 
Michael said he saw how 
they worked and how 
the disease was being 
treated.

“I just shook my head 
and I thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh! There’s no wonder 
that people aren’t better’ 
because I just didn’t see 
what they were doing 
working for me, and I 
thought, ‘There’s got 
to be a better way,’” he 
said, noting Teresea 
experienced the same 
thing.

That led to Teresea 
starting her own 
treatment center and 
Michael later joining.

Half of New 
Beginnings focuses 
on mental health, and 
the other half is all 
about substance abuse 
treatment.

“It’s unique to every 
individual’s needs,” 
Teresea said. “We have 
individual therapy, couple 
or family therapy, group 
therapy, a life skills 
group we’re working on.”

Michael said they are 
very patient-focused.

“So it’s not a cookie-
cutter approach,” he 
said. “We meet with you, 
we do an intake, we do 
an evaluation, we find 
out what your needs are 
and we help you find out 
what your needs are and 
then we come up with a 
treatment plan based on 
what works best for you.”

Of the patients they 
see, 60% are related to 
alcohol abuse, Michael 
said.

While he acknowledges 
the use and treats the 
use, he said there’s 
only one common 
denominator.

“Every one of us 
always felt like we didn’t 
fit in, always felt like we 
were less than, always 
felt like good things 
couldn’t happen to us, 
that if people really 
knew who we were, they 
wouldn’t like us,” he said. 
“We keep that secret our 
entire life that starts 
long before we ever use 
a substance. For some 
of us, we grab ahold of 
that and we do whatever 
we can to get away from 
that, and it starts very 
young.”

The misnomer behind 
addiction is people want 
to believe someone is an 
addict because they use a 
substance, he said.

“That’s not true,” 
Michael said. “You use a 
substance because you’re 
an addict, so it’s just self-
medicating, it’s just an 
escape. The only escape, 
the only reason we use 
anything is to change 
the way we feel, which 
suggests that we’re not 
comfortable with the way 
we feel or you just lack 
it.”

That’s what the 
Highams and their staff 
address, and that’s what 
makes New Beginnings 
different than other 
recovery centers, 
Michael said.

The average length 
of time in one of their 
substance use treatment 
programs is seven 
months, but that varies 
on the person.

Usually, trauma 
started at an early age, 
that led to substance use 
and that’s what needs to 
be addressed, Michael 
said.

“Later on, you 
start seeing patterns 
of addictive behavior, 
obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, and it’s 
compounded by low self-
esteem. That’s what we 
have to work on,” he 
said.

“If I make you 
understand why you 
think the way you think, 

why you feel the way 
you feel and then I help 
you understand how 
your brain works, then 
we’re way ahead of the 
game,” he said. “If I can 
get you to where you 
feel good about yourself 
and you’re comfortable, 
the need to use goes 
away on its own. If I just 
concentrate on getting 
you not to use, you’ll 
always need to use.”

Teresea said it’s 
important to educate 
their patients and 
let them know their 
addiction doesn’t define 
them.

“So many people just 
give them this diagnosis 
and they don’t know 
what it means. They 
don’t understand all of 
the things, just know 
they have this need,” 
she said. “Here, they are 
people, and that is really 
huge for us.”

Seeing people break 
the chains of addiction 
is so exciting, Michael 
said.

“You haven’t 
experienced anything 
until you’ve watched 
someone come alive,” he 
said. “When they get to 
come alive again, that 
is the payday. It’s great. 
It has made me a big 
crybaby. You can’t help 
but be emotional when 
you see it.”

They get a good job 
with benefits, buy a 
car, buy a house, get 
married, start a family, 
get their kids back or get 
their self-respect back. 
That’s what it’s all about 
for the Highams.

Michael got a new 
beginning, and he wants 
to do that for others 
through New Beginnings.

“I had to give what I 
went through a purpose,” 
he said. “I truly believe 
that everything I went 
through, there was a 
reason I did, a reason 
that has now got 
purpose. It wasn’t just a 
horrible time in my life. 
It has purpose.”
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HIGHAMS FILE
names: Michael and Teresea 
Higham
ages: He is 58, and she is 57
hometowns: He is from 
Columbus, and she is from 
Aurora
residence: Columbus
Occupation: Owners of New 
Beginnings Recovery Center 
in downtown Seymour
Family: Five kids and eight 
grandchildren

The bartender told 
Pike if he didn’t quit, 
she was going to call the 
police.

“I thought to myself, 
‘Do I really want to go to 
jail over this guy?’ so I 
got up,” he said. “When-
ever I got up, he had a 
knife already out opened 
in his pocket, and he 
stabbed me right in the 
mouth, cut a tooth out, 
split my tongue in two.”

Pike wound up being 
stabbed 20 times, includ-
ing on his face, eye, ear, 
head and lung, resulting 
in a hole in one of his 
lungs.

At the hospital receiv-
ing treatment, Pike said 
he saw “a white light.”

“Jesus or an angel one 
was standing here talking 
to me, and I heard him 
telling me, he said, ‘Mike, 
I’m just not ready for you 
yet,’” he said.

Despite that incident, 
Pike said he continued to 
drink. One morning, he 
was pulled over after leav-
ing the Chatterbox with 
another guy, and the offi-
cer asked how many beers 

he had consumed. Pike 
responded, “14 or 15.”

The officer called 
Pike’s wife to come get 
his truck, and he drove 
Pike around for four 
hours just talking to him. 
The officer asked if he 

was sick and tired of what 
he was doing.

“I said, ‘Yes, really and 
truthfully, I am. I am an 
alcoholic. I’ve been one 
for 34 years,’” Pike said. 
“He said, ‘I’ll talk to the 
prosecutor and see what 

we can do. I know you’re 
a good guy. You’re just an 
alcoholic.’”

Pike pleaded guilty, 
paid a $423 fine and had 
his driver’s license taken 
away for two weeks.

In 1996, he started 
going to a treatment cen-
ter in downtown Seymour. 
The man who became his 
sponsor, Eric Turner, is 
still in that role today.

Pike was doing good 
until June 17, which was 
Father’s Day that year, 
when he relapsed.

“I told myself, ‘One 
beer, one good, cold 
beer,’” he said. “That’s 
what we always think. 
That one beer led into 
a blackout. I drank and 
drank and drank all that 
afternoon into the early 
evening.”

The bartender, who 

knew Pike was in sobri-
ety, called his wife, Cindy, 
and she came and picked 
him up.

“Two days after that, I 
was beating myself up be-
cause I had done so good 
and opened up and every-
thing, and I knew half of 
the people that they sent 
up there (to the treat-
ment center) because I 
had drank with them at 
one time or another,” Pike 
said. “Eric had called me 
up and said, ‘If you’re 
tired of beating yourself 
up, get your butt back up 
here and start over again.’ 
I said, ‘I can do that?’ 
He said, ‘Sure. Lots of us 
have relapsed.’”

Pike resumed the pro-
gram and completed it in 
1997. Since then, he has 
never had a drink.

He wound up teaching 
AA classes for nine years 
at various places.

Then in 2011, Rick Wil-
son asked him to take over 
the Celebrate Recovery 
program at The Alley in 
Seymour, and Pike joined 
the church’s board, too.

Still today, he is teach-
ing the Christ-centered, 
12-step recovery program 
for anyone struggling 

with hurt, pain or ad-
diction of any kind. He’s 
also vice president of The 
Alley’s board, a lifetime 
member of the American 
Legion and has owned 
Mike Pike Drywall for 
nearly 30 years.

Plus, he has six kids 
and eight grandchildren 
and has been married to 
Cindy for 17 years.

He said he is proud of 
how far he has come since 
giving up alcohol.

“I’ve got a better heart 
now,” he said. “My heart 
was open. I wasn’t a bad 
person. It’s just I blamed 
God, I hated God and I 
blamed myself. There 
wasn’t anything I could 
have done to help my dad, 
really. I was only 14 years 
old. It just happened. 
It was an accident that 
happened.”

Today, he said he is 
“blessed beyond means.”

“I could have been 
dead at least three times I 
know, and I wasn’t,” Pike 
said. “Right now today, 
I’m blessed. … That’s the 
holy spirit in my heart. 
God gives me that feel-
ing. In all honesty, God 
makes me feel good in my 
heart.”

pIkE FILE
name: Mike Pike
age: 73
hometown: Jennings County
residence: Seymour
Occupation: Owner of Mike 
Pike Drywall
Family: Wife, Cindy; six 
children; eight grandchildren
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Eric Turner, left, has been Mike Pike’s sponsor since 1996 when 
Pike began a treatment program for his alcohol addiction.

Zach Spicer | The Tribune 

pictured from left: Michael and Teresea Higham, owners of 
New Beginnings Recovery Center in downtown Seymour, were 
among the speakers during the International Overdose Aware-
ness Day event Aug. 31 at Crossroads Community Park. // Names 
and clean dates are written on leaves on a tree wall decoration 
inside New Beginnings Recovery Center in downtown Seymour.



Maria Hauersperger: TeacherMaria Hauersperger:Maria Hauersperger: Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher

Mrs. Hauersperger has been a teacher at Seymour 
Sixth Grade Center for the past 5 years. Before 
that Mrs. Hauersperger was at Seymour Middle 
School for 12 years. Not only is Mrs. Hauersperger 
an active teacher, she is a valued member of the 
community. Mrs. Hauersperger has a passion for 
serving and it is evident through her everyday 
interactions and attitude. Mrs. Hauersperger 
continues to invest her time in the education of 
students and bettering their future endeavors. 

Each week, Mrs. Hauersperger teaches 
conversational English to adults at Jackson County 
Learning Center through the Read Jackson County 
program. Through this, Mrs. Hauersperger is able 
to connect with families and build relationships 
each week with this program. Oftentimes, she is 
able to teach the parents of students she has in 
her classroom. 

Mrs. Hauersperger not only serves those students 
in her classroom, but many members of the 
Seymour community on a daily basis.

Key ClubKey ClubKey Club
Key Clubbers helped stuff eggs for a Kiwanis fundraiser.
Sponsor:  Adrianne Hernandez

There are several service projects that the SHS Girls 
Tennis Team have participated in over the last 5 years. 

Sertoma Christmas Miracle - we support Sertoma 
by wrapping gifts for their Christmas Miracle families

SCSC Champions Together - our team attends 
the Pre K and grades K-5 events to be student 
ambassadors and lead the stations, competitions and 
to support the Special Olympians.

Brown School Walk for Heart - SHS Girls Tennis 
and the SHS Athletic Council support Brown School 
and the American Heart Association by helping at 
the yearly Brown School Walk of Heart.  The athlete’s 
lead stations and participates with over 600 kids to 
help support the fi ght against heart disease. When 

Brown students completed their stations they received 
special victory stripes on their arms from the athletes.

Community Kindness - Will Smith volunteered at the 
fair for Immanuel Lutheran with Chloe Auleman. 

Food Pantry - Last Spring the SHS Girls Tennis team 
collected donations and rode our bikes to the food 
cupboard on Jackson  Street  at Westside Park to 
provide food for families in our community.

Angel Tree - Angel Tree is a project where we 
become “Santa” for elementary age children from 
our community for the holiday season.  Boys were 
shopping for four Seymour elementary school aged 
students.

Brown School Ambassadors
Brown Elementary Student Ambassadors program utilizes the multi-language skills of 
3rd to 5th graders at Brown. The purpose of the Student Ambassadors is to empower 
multi-language students to support staff and students with communication through 
translating. Ambassadors will have the opportunity to help translate at various events at 
the school throughout the year. Example events such as the fi rst day of school, a new 
student’s fi rst day, fall festival, Title 1 night, and others. 

Seymour Athletics
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JAG
When I think about the impact that community 
service has made on our community, I think of 
the Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) students. 
JAG is a student-driven, student-led program that 
involves students in the different aspects of the 
decision-making for the program. The JAG

Program places an emphasis on community service 
for a variety of reasons, some of which include 
giving back to our community, working to improve 

our community, raising awareness of issues in our 
community, and providing encouragement for those 
who have been encouragers for our generation. in 
their personal lives and in their careers.

Under the leadership and guidance of their JAG 
Specialist, Celeste Bowman, students collaborate 
with each other to choose community service activi-
ties, events and initiatives.

Yo-Jack/Builders club: Seymour Middle School

Seymour Back Pack Program
 SMS has a Back Sack program every Friday.   
Student volunteers take time out of their day and deliver back sacks fi lled with food 
items to each classroom so that students who need these can take them home for the 
weekend. 

1420 Corporate Way Seymour, IN 47274  • 812.522.3340 • www.scsc.k12.in.us
Building futures through Innovation and tradition

Yo-Jack/Builders club:Yo-Jack/Builders club: Seymour Middle School Seymour Middle School Seymour Middle School Seymour Middle School
YoJack:   
YoJACK is Jackson County’s youth 
leadership program. For more than 
a decade this important program 
has been helping to grow the kind 
of young leaders that will build 
strong communities for tomorrow. 

Builders Club:  
Builders Club is a student-led community 
service organization that operates under school 
regulations and draws its members from the 
student body. Community-based Builders 
Clubs can also be established at churches, 
libraries, Boys & Girls Clubs, YMCAs, lodges or 
similar facilities. A Kiwanis club, composed of 

like-minded, service-oriented people from the 
community, serves as the club’s sponsor.

Builders Club is structured on the local club level 
but is supported by the Kiwanis International 
Offi ce in Indianapolis, Indiana, which provides 
guidelines, programs, educational resources and 
club recognition opportunities.
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Whether it’s a new baby, 
a broken arm 

or even a global pandemic, 
you are always ready with 

a healing hand.  
TThank you Schneck team for 

putting others before yourselves, 
and making our community 

a strong and healthy 
place to live.

healthy together.

SchneckMed.org

you make the difference.
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